
 

I’m Sorry 
by Lesley D. Leslie 

Is it just me?  Or have we as a community lost our sense of humanity?  Is it a crime to apologize when you 
have done something wrong to someone?  Any time a young man can bump into an elderly woman on the street 
and say “my bad” and think that he has apologized to her, is a sign that we are headed in the wrong direction as 
a progressive society.  What are we teaching our children?   

Webster’s Dictionary defines the word “bad” as failing to reach an acceptable standard.  It has nothing to do 
with apologizing or asking to be forgiven for something.  When we say “I’m Sorry,” we not only acknowledge 
that we have done something wrong, we also express regret for having done the thing that we did.   At some point, 
we have just become too desensitized. Maybe it’s due to the advance in technology that makes communication 
faster but less personal.  Or maybe it’s because of the fact that we have become cynical and jaded.  Whatever the 
reason…something has happened to us. 

We have endured too much and overcome too much as a people to lose our sense of humanity towards one 
another.  Remember what it was like to love our neighbor and look out for one another’s children?  Let’s get 
back to being a community again.  Let’s go back to the place where you could be sorry for something that you 
did and not have a problem saying the actual words! 

 
 

 

 
This Holiday Season Support New Community’s Annual Giving Campaign   
Now through December 25, 2009!!  Visit www.newcommunity.org/howhelp/donate 
Or mail check to:  
New Community Corporation 
Attn: Annual Giving Campaign 2009 
233 West Market Street, Newark, NJ 07103 


